Controversy with Dr. Barnes
especially in its philosophic bearings or implications.
Dr. Barnes had much local reputation as a scholar,
and occasionally prepared students for college. His
orthodoxy was sound. He knew John as a youth of
good family and of studious habits. He had heard
of his heretical opinions and of his withdrawal from
the North Church. Out of his Christian feeling, he
wrote John a friendly letter, in which, as an older
scholar and a student of philosophy, he offered
by correspondence to guide his steps through the
"specious" mazes of the "Positive Philosophy"
then current, to the goal he felt sure he would ulti-
mately reach, "Christ and Him crucified/' as the
ultimate truth of all philosophy.

John was somewhat piqued at the tone of this
letter, notwithstanding the evident good intention
of the writer. Its quiet assumption that all knowl-
edge, all philosophy outside of Christian theology
was foolishness; and that he, in his eagerness for
knowledge, owing to his extreme youth, was greatly
in need of a friendly Christian adviser seemed
slightly too presumptuous. Then, too, it would
appear that John welcomed the receipt of this let-
ter as a fitting opportunity to defend his heretical
opinions. Accordingly, in answering Dr. Barnes,
he not only stated his reasons for giving up the
orthodox Christian faith, he also challenged Dr.
Barnes to the defence of that faith. The letter is
too long for insertion here. It was a remarkable
production for a youth who had but just turned Msn, that during her girlhood she lived in Boston; and then,
